
NEWSLETTER

CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BAG

These things went home this week:

• Years 3, 5, 7, 9 Naplan Letter

• Years 10 & 11 College6 Update Letter

• K-4 Volunteer Help Roster Letter

• Hot Cross Bun Year 12 Fundraiser 
Letter

• Years 10 - 12 Working Bee Letter

CHECK SIGNMEE 

These things were sent out this week:

• Years 2 to 12 Cross Country

• Secondary Chess Competition

• Futsal Competition at ICS Fete

KEY DATES

Monday, 27 March – 7 April

Year 12 Semester 1 Examinations

Tuesday, 28 March

Prep – Year 6 School Photos

Tuesday, 28 March

Auction Meeting 2 pm

Years 5-12 Parent Teacher Interviews

Tuesday, 4 April

Years 7-12 School Photos

Wednesday, 5 April – 11 April

College6 Hospitality Work Placement

Friday, 7 April 

Last day of term

K-6 Commendation Awards Assembly 
2.30 pm

Easter Assembly 3 pm

Term 1, Wednesday’s

Kindergarten rest day

Please visit our website for all of 
our calendar dates and many more 
important pieces of key information.

Please also check our Parents & Friends 
Facebook Page.

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE PRINCIPAL
The Gallup Strengths Finder is a tool for helping people understand their 
innate talents.  It does this by identifying their core strengths from a list that 
have been determined to be the most commonly occurring within people. 
These strengths underpin the intrinsic way we approach life, relate to one 
another and how we develop skills or learn new things. They are positive 
attributes. Two things that struck me about this Strengths Finder approach 
was: (i) its emphasis upon using strengths rather than weakness, and (ii) the 
encouragement for you to develop these specific strengths rather than “fix” all 
the weaknesses. It is easy to work on and work with our talents – it rarely feels 
like hard work when we take that approach. 

Does this mean you have permission to ignore all of your failings or 
weaknesses? No, of course not. But, rather than start with things that will 
deplete you for possibly only a small amount of progress, or that will lead 
to discouragement, the idea is to build on strengths even more.  Thereby, 
achieve great things with enthusiasm and engagement. The weaker areas will 
be supported and you may even feel inspired to improve in the areas where 
you know you lack talent. 

We know the Bible reminds us that we find some things innately easy and 
other things more difficult. We find it easy to put ourselves before others. We 
also have been given different gifts. The specific gifts mentioned in Romans 
12:5-8 are to be used to serve and worship God. It is important we remember 
that we all have something to give from ourselves. Something that is the best 
of us – something that can engage you with life – something that will be a 
blessing to others.  Your Christian life will be greatly enriched, if you think 
carefully on both your strengths and weaknesses, but remember to lead with 
your strengths. Use your gifts to move closer to God and to one another. Use 
your gifts to bring focus and purpose to what you do. By building on your 
strengths, you will find the conviction, encouragement and resolve to work on 
weaknesses and failings.

SIGNMEE  
Please make sure that you have activated your account.  Permission notes 
for Cross Country have been sent via SignMee to all students.  If you need 
assistance with this process, please call the school office on 4230 3700.  

PRAYER AND PRAISE
1 I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your 
wonderful deeds. Psalm 9:1

• Continue to pray for our Year 12 students as they prepare for their 
examinations.  Pray they can focus and have clarity of mind and that nerves 
are kept at bay.

• Pray for good attendance and ideas at our P&F Auction meeting.

• Praise God that each day is a fresh, new day with Him.  
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GALLUP STUDENT POLL FOR 
STUDENTS YEARS 5 -12
Once again, the time of year has come 
for our students to have the opportunity 
to participate in the Gallup Student Poll. 
The poll is a 20-question online survey 
that asks students about their levels 
of hope, engagement and wellbeing 
within the school. Enhancing the 
hope, engagement and wellbeing of 
children is extremely important to us at 
Calderwood Christian School and with 
these results we will be better able to 
track the success of our programs over 
time. 

Our students will participate in the 
coming weeks during Pastoral Care/
Devotions. When students take the poll, 
we use one access code for the entire 
school and results are reported back to 
us by Year level. This way your child’s 
individual responses will not be known 
and students cannot be identified in any 
way. For more information on the poll, 
please visit Gallup’s Australian website: 
www.gallupstudentpoll.com.au

K-6 COMMENDATION AWARDS 
ASSEMBLY
Parents of K-6 students, please join us to 
celebrate Term 1 in our Kindergarten – 
Year 6 Commendation Awards Assembly 
Friday, 7 April 2.30 pm in the hall. During 
this assembly, students will showcase 
what they have learned in Interest and 
Expert Groups.  Following this, please 
stay on and join in our whole school 
Celebration Easter Assembly.

CELEBRATION EASTER 
ASSEMBLY 
We would love for you to join us in the 
hall for our Celebration Easter Assembly 
on Friday, 7 April 3 pm in the hall.

P & F AUCTION PLANNING 
MEETING & IT INFORMATION 
SESSION
Our Auction planning meeting is 
on Tuesday, 28 March at 2 pm in the 
Green Room.  Please come along and 
bring your ideas to help in making this a 
wonderful night for all and a successful 
fundraising event.

This will also be an opportunity to 
meet Joseph Cimino, our new IT staff 
member, who will run a SEQTA & 
Signmee information session. 

BIKE FOR BIBLES 
INFORMATION EVENING
This year, Calderwood Christian School 
and Illawarra Christian School, will be 
joining together in a Bike for Bibles ride 
from Canberra to Wollongong on April 
29 - May 1.  Students from Years 7 - 12 
(Year 6 permitted with a riding parent) 
are welcome to give an expression of 
interest.  It is essential for interested 
students to participate in a training ride 
before the main ride to have their fitness 
and skill level approved.  Training rides 
will take place locally on Saturday, 25 
March and Saturday, 8 April.  

More information can be sourced from 
Mrs Knight.  An information session 
will be held at ICS (Cordeaux Heights) 
on Monday, 20 March at 7.00 pm.  
Interested students and parents from 
either school are welcome to attend.

TERM 2 INTEREST AND EXPERT 
GROUPS
Please be aware that Term 2 Interest 
and Expert Group choices will be the 
same as Term 1. This gives students the 
opportunity to try one of the activities 
they may have missed out on this term. 
Students who got their first preference 
in Term 1, will get their second or third 
preference in Term 2. Students who did 
not get their first preference in Term 1, 
will get their first preference for Term 2.

CAREERS CORNER
Year 10 are currently on Work 
Experience.  Please pray that they will 
have a safe, fulfilling experience which 
helps to inform their decision making in 
the future.  Pray they are representing 
our school and Christ’s values well.

Year 10 and 12

Western Sydney Careers Expo 2017

For students and parents to attend 
– Saturday, 24 June and Sunday, 25 
June 10 am - 3 pm The Dome, Sydney 
Showground, Olympic Park. 140 
exhibitors plus, 100 seminars on HSC 
subjects, study advice. 

Mrs Gillett also has information on:

The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, 
The 2018 Undergraduate Guide Book 
for UNSW and Charles Sturt University, 
ANU  Canberra  ‘Girls in Engineering and 
Girls in ICT Days’ coming up in July.

P & F AUCTION PLANNING 
MEETING & IT INFORMATION 
SESSION
Our Auction planning meeting is 
on Tuesday, 28 March at 2 pm in the 
Green room.  Please come along and 
bring your ideas to help in making this a 
wonderful night for all and a successful 
fundraising event.

This will also be an opportunity to 
meet Joseph Cimino, our new IT staff 
member, who will run a SEQTA & 
Signmee information session. 

YEAR 12 HOT CROSS BUN 
FUNDRAISER
Order forms have gone out this 
week for Baker’s Delight hot cross 
buns.  Please return your completed 
order form and monies by Thursday, 
30 March to the School Office, Roll 
Teacher or Class Teacher.  Delivery day 
is Thursday, 8 April.

CALDERWOOD CROSS 
COUNTRY CARNIVAL  2017
Following on from the success of 
our 2016 carnival held at the Kembla 
Joggers running park in West Dapto, 
we will be using their facilities again to 
host our school cross country.  We will 
be combining with Illawarra Christian 
School for this event on Thursday, 6 
April (Week 10).  Primary events will run 
in the morning and Secondary events 
from lunch onwards.  Permission notes 
and further information will be released 
in the coming weeks. 

Note: Year 2 students are to wear their 
sports uniform to school on Monday, 27 
March, and Monday, 3 April so that they 
can train with Year 3.

HUB NEWS
Ways parents can encourage a love of 
reading at home:

• Have a family reading time - establish 
a daily 15 - 30 minute time when 
everyone in the family reads together 
silently. Seeing you read will inspire 
your children to read. Just 15 minutes 
of daily practice is sufficient to 
increase their reading fluency.
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NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) replaced BOSTES on 1 January 2017.

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017
LETTER TO PARENTS 

In May 2017 the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by students 
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN has the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers and will assess the 
literacy and numeracy skills of students across Australian schools.

The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what each student can do, and will 
be used to support teaching and learning programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s level of 
achievement. Each student’s level of achievement will be reported against the national minimum standard.

Student background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and Aboriginality) 
will be collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated confidentially and held 
securely to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained.

The NAPLAN tests will be conducted from 9-11 May 2017.

TUESDAY 9 MAY WEDNESDAY 10 MAY THURSDAY 11 MAY

Language Conventions 

(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)

Writing test 

Reading test Numeracy test 

In the Numeracy tests students do not require any measuring tools such as rulers or protractors. In Years 7 and 9 
there will be one Numeracy test with two parts: Part A calculator is allowed and Part B where calculators are not to 
be used. For the calculator test, the student should use the calculator that they currently use at school.

Friday 12 May – A ‘catch-up’ day is scheduled for students who missed a test or were absent on a test day. 
Students may be considered for exemption from the tests if they:

•  are newly arrived in Australia (less than one year before the test) and with a language background other than
English, or

•  have significant intellectual disability and/or significant co-existing conditions which severely limit their capacity
to participate in the tests.

All other students are expected to participate in the tests. Disability adjustments which reflect the student’s normal 
level of support in the classroom may be provided. Large print, Braille, coloured paper versions and electronic tests 
are available to meet the needs of individual students.

Access to disability adjustments or exemption from the tests must be discussed with the school principal and a 
parent or carer consent form must be signed.

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents in 
consultation with the school principal. If you wish to withdraw your child from the tests, a parent or carer consent 
form must be signed.

Please make an appointment with the principal of the school your child attends if you would like to discuss your 
child’s participation in NAPLAN.

Additional information about NAPLAN can be found at http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support




